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maintain the spirit of co-operation which animated
the proceedings of the Round Table Conference.
But His Excellency feels bound to emphasise that he
will not be prepared to discuss with you measures
which the Government of India, with the full
approval of His Majesty's Government, have found
it necessary to adopt In Bengal, the United Provinces,
and * the North-West Frontier Province. These
measures must in any case be kept In force until they
have served the purpose for which they were imposed,
namely, the preservation of law and order essential
to good government. On receipt of your reply His
Excellency proposes to publish this correspondence."
In the course of a long rejoinder to the Viceroy,
dated the ist January, Mr. Gandhi declared that, in
his opinion, the constitutional issues dwindled into
insignificance in the face of the Ordinances and
action taken thereunder. He repudiated all sug-
gestion that the Congress desired to promote disorder
in any shape or form, but denied any justification
for going outside the ordinary law, in order to deal
with the disorders complained of by the Govern-
ment, by resort to Ordinances which he denounced
as legalised Government terrorism.
Continuing, Mr. Gandhi said: <c I heartily assent
to the proposition laid down in your telegram that
co-operation must be mutual. But your telegram
leads me irresistibly to the conclusion that His
Excellency demands co-operation from the Congress
without returning any on behalf of Government. I
cannot read in any other way Ms peremptory refusal
to discuss these matters which, as I have endeavoured